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what they do to further the cause of human progress..
Every great epoch in a country's history represents
the cultural advancement made during it by that
country through the efforts to which it is inspired by
the teachings of the master-spirits born in it. It is
generally the development of the mind, its mastery
of powers by which to fulfil its higher possibilities
that is indicated in the results of these endeavours.
History here is the mirror that reflects the various
stages of this progress of man from age to age. But
to be true to its aim., it must also be a deep and pene-
trating study of every such activity as enlarges the
domain of man's mind helping him thereby to grow
in readiness for the greater illumination that is to
come to him in the future as the crowning event of
his sojourn on earth.

To the Chinese of old, history was like an unending
scroll of pictures depicting the procession of huma-
nity, and the scroll unrolls itself as man marches on,
let us add;, towards the destiny assigned to him by
God. Ibn-i-Khaldun, the eminent Muslim thinker of
the fourteenth century, discerned in historical ideo-
logy a world-view, an integral standpoint from which3
he said, the progress of man as a whole should be
assessed. But it was Voltaire, Condorcet and the
French Encyclopaedists of the eighteenth century who
gave a more definite form to this idea. Condorcet
declared that mam individually, and society as a
whole, are capable of "infinite improvement*? and
that history must show in bold relief the various